Living through two cen-
turies of change in Marion
County is always a notable
~rcasion, but when that
person 1S Herbert W.
Brewer on nis 90th birthday
the event is near historic.
Born February 22nd;—1885
to Edward and 1da Carhart
Brewer in Grand Prarie

Township, Mr. Brewer is

still very much an active
and alert man. He was the
eldest of his family and
today remains the only
living member of his im-
mediate kin. He  readily
recalls scenes of a Marion
County long since gone by.
~_Mr. Brewer was born In
thee Land Mark Home, a
larg-e 13 room Gothic-styled
hous&. that once stood on
the We€qt side of old Route
23 Porth of Farest Glen
Cemetary (now Chapel
Heights). When this grand
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Burning Interest

Marion Makes It
Believe It or Not

- erifed the event

house with its spiral stair-
way burnt to the ‘ground
some years later, every
stick of wood in the struc-
ture was consumed except
the wood stacked in the
fireplace! So strange was

this occurance that Ripley
in his

Believe It or Not series,
perhaps being the only
mention of Marion County
in his books.

Herbert recalls that tns
father was a well-known
breeder of race horses and
had his own graded dirt
track on an adjacent farm.
He spent so much time
there that his wife offered
him an ultimatum of either
the horses or the family. In
a Solomon move, Herbert’s
father built his new house
on the west turn of the race

track so that all could be

happy.

LAND MARK HOUSE
Residence of Edward E. Brewer. Cited In
Ripley’s Believe it or Not. Mr. Herbert

Brewer on the Left.
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Mr. Brewer also remem-
bers hauling many logs
through the streets of Mar-
ion to be used by the
Fairbanks Crane Company
as booms for the *new’
steam shovels. The logs
were cut from his farm and
dragged by four teams of
horses to the plant that

would be the fore-runner of

the Marion Power Shovel.
On one occasion a huge 40
foot log became mired In

‘the mud near the rail

crossing on North Main
Street which neccessitated
extra teams and men (o
free it from the quagmire.

vosys frequently
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camped near inc covered
bridge on the Rocky Fork

Creek near the North

Drive-in. Many people
feared robbery in the dark-
ness of the old covered
bridge and would give the
area wide berth when the
Wandering tribes would

~camp in Marion.

Today’s teenagers mlght
have been at a loss if they
were to go ‘a courtin’ 1n a
sleigh as Mr. Brewer did at
the turn of the century.
Snow drifts frequently

dumped he and his fancy

onto the frozen ground. Mr.
Brewer remembers that he
could not call his fiancee as
there were two telephone
companies; his the Bell

~ Co., hers the Citizen Cor-
E pm'ate with no connecting
~ lines!

-Communications n o n e-

‘sweethear

Mrs. Iona

Hinamon on April 17th, 1907
who has since passed away
leaving Mr. Brewer and

four children: Edna, Mrs.

Nolon Almendinger of St.
Petersburg, Fla.; Barbaia,
Mrs. Billy Purvis of Mans-
field, Ohio; Mary, Mrs.
John Sappington of Rolia,
N. Dakota; and Delmar
Brewer of Manon

Mr. Brewer currently re-
sides with his daughter
Barhara at 59 Western
Aveiu=, Mansfield, Ohio,
and wishes people to cor-
respond with him. An Open
House was observed in his
honor February 23rd, 1975.



